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be used against them all." Nevertheless matters did not
mend; and throughout the summer of 1560 plots on the
part of the Protestants for a general rising throughout the
south of France (including the seizure of Lyons), and im-
prisonments and executions of prominent Protestants on the
part of the Guises, continued to take place.

One artifice of the Guises did Catherine much harm in the
eyes of the people of France, while it has largely affected the
writings of the contemporary French historians who deal with
the events of these seventeen months. So long as the puppet
King was entirely under their dominion, arid so long as the
entire civil and military rule of the country was by his decree
vested in them, the Guises knew that neither Catherine nor
any one else could interfere with them. At the same time
they knew how greatly they were hated by the people; S2 and
to shield themselves as much as possible from the odium
caused by their actions, they made the incapable youth who
was their tool, in authorising their proceedings, from time to
time quote also his mother's name as he had done in his
original decree; thus making it appear as though their actions
were done with Catherine's concurrence. And although she
opposed them on every occasion at the court, she was power-
less to take any action which would right her in the eyes of
the country so long as the position remained the same with
regard to Francis. However, a time was rapidly approaching
when she would be freed from this position, and be able to
show all men what her real attitude was.

The Guises now began to fly at higher game, and planned
to achieve the death both of the Prince of Conde and his
brother, Antoine de Bourbon, King of Navarre, the two lead-
ing members of the Protestant party; and were not deterred
even by the fact that they were of the blood royal, and next
in succession to the throne after Catherine's sons. Conde
especially was 'known by them to have been a party both to
the plot which had ended at Amboise* and to that for the